
The Work and Ministry 
of the Holy Spirit

Sam Mor ris

here are at least ten sep a rate spe cial bless ings that
re sult from the func tion of the Holy Spirit in re la -
tion to His be liev ers.

The Holy Spirit Con victs Us of Sin

“Nev er the less, I tell you the truth; It is ex pe di ent for
you that I go away; for if I go not away, the Com forter
will not come unto you; but if I de part, I will send him
unto you.  And when he is come, he will re prove the world 
of sin, and of righ teous ness, and of judgment…..” John
16:7-8.

 The Holy Spirit Re gen er ates Us

“Not by works of righ teous ness which we have done,
but ac cord ing to his mercy he saved us, by the wash ing of
re gen er a tion, and re new ing of the Holy Ghost; Which he
shed on us abun dantly through Je sus Christ our Sav ior;
That be ing jus ti fied by his grace, we should be made
heirs ac cord ing to the hope of eter nal life” Ti tus 3:5-7.  

 The Holy Spirit seals us in Christ

“That we should be to the praise of his glory, who
first trusted in Christ.  In whom ye also trusted, af ter that
ye heard the word of truth, the gos pel of your sal va tion;
in whom also af ter that ye be lieved, ye were sealed with
that Holy Spirit of prom ise, which is the ear nest of our in -
her i tance un til the re demp tion of the pur chased pos ses -
sion, unto the praise of his glory” Ephe sians 1:12-14.

“And grieve not the Holy Spirit of God, whereby ye
are sealed unto the day of re demp tion” Ephe sians 4:30.

 The Holy Spirit Dwells in Re gen er ated 
and Sealed Be lievers

“What? Know ye not that your body is the tem ple of
the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God,
and ye are not your own?  1 Co rin thi ans 6:19. 

“But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be
that the Spirit of God dwell in you.  Now if any man have
not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his” Romans 8:9.

 The Holy Spirit Wit nesses to Us 
That We Are God’s Children

“The Spirit it self beareth wit ness with our spirit, that
we are the chil dren of God” Romans 8:16. “And he that
keeps his com mand ments dwelleth in him, and he in him. 
And hereby we know that he abideth in us, by the Spirit
which he hath given us”. 1 John 3:24. “Hereby know we
that we dwell in him, and he in us, be cause he hath given
us of his Spirit” 1 John 4:13.

The Holy Spirit Helps Us to Pray in the Will of God

“Like wise, the Spirit also helpeth our in fir mi ties; for
we know not what we should pray for as we ought: but the 
Spirit it self maketh in ter ces sion for us with groan ings
which can not be ut tered.”  “And he that searcheth the
hearts knoweth what is the mind of the Spirit, be cause he
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maketh in ter ces sion for the
saints ac cord ing to the will
of God” Romans 8:26-27.

  The Holy Spirit Leads Us
in Vic to ri ous

 Spir i tual Liv ing

“There is there fore now
no con dem na tion to them
which are in Christ Je sus,
who walk not af ter the flesh,
but af ter the spirit.” Romans 
8:1. “This I say, walk in the
Spirit, and ye shall not ful fill
the lust of the flesh.”
Galatians 5:16.

 The Holy Spirit Il lu mines
Us with Un der stand ing in

the Things of Christ

“I have yet many things
to say unto you, but ye can -
not bear them now. 
“Howbeit when he, the Spirit 
of truth, is come, he will
guide you into all truth: for
he shall not speak of him self; 
but what so ever he shall hear, 
that shall he speak: and he
will shew you things to come.  
He shall glo rify me: for he
shall re ceive of mine, and
shall shew it unto you.” John 
16:12-14.  “These things
have I spo ken unto you, be -
ing pres ent with you.  But the 
Com forter, which is the Holy
Ghost, whom the Fa ther will
send in my name, he shall
teach you all things, and
bring all things to your re -
mem brance, what so ever I
have said unto you.” John
14:25-26. 

 The Holy Spirit Com forts
Us in Sor row

“And I will pray the Fa -
ther, and he shall give you
an other Com forter, that he
may abide with you for ever;
Even the Spirit of truth;
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whom the world can not re ceive, be cause it seeth him not,
nei ther knoweth him, but ye know him; for he dwelleth
with you, and shall be in you.” Vss. 16-17.

 The Holy Spirit Em powers Us to wit ness for Je sus

“But ye shall re ceive power, af ter that the Holy
Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be wit nesses unto
me both in Je ru sa lem, and in all Judea, and in Sa maria,
and unto the ut ter most part of the earth.” Acts 1:8.

These ten bless ings are all the work of the HOLY
SPIRIT.

Sword of the Lord

(Ed i tor: For the ben e fit of hu man ity, what “form’’
did GOD re veal the Holy Spirit by?  A  DOVE!  What are
some of the char ac ter is tics of a Dove?)

ARE YOU READY?

There was a coun try preacher who held a tent re vival
meet ing.  One night, he de cided to gauge the spir i tual
readi ness of his au di ence. He wanted to see if their faith
was gen u ine.  So, he ar ranged to have a young man with a 
trum pet on the roof of a nearby build ing.

Dur ing the ser vice he asked his au di ence, “How
many of you are ready to meet the Lord Je sus in the air
if He were to re turn right now?”  Ev ery hand went up. 
The preacher asked a sec ond time, “IF the last trum pet
were to sound right now, would you be ready to meet the
Lord?”  This time most hands went up —- but not all of
them.

The preacher nod ded to a man in the back of the tent,
who qui etly slipped out to sig nal the man with the trum -
pet.  Mo ments later the mighty trum pet blasted out side
the tent – more than half of the panic-stricken au di ence
mem bers dived un der their chairs to hide them selves
from the face of JESUS!  

From My Journal by Michael Youssef

Ed i tor’s Note: I was raised on a farm in the Green
Bay Packer state; al though not close to Green Bay.  As a
youth I was told the fol low ing:  When an un usual storm
seemed to be com ing into our midst; some would get off
of the trac tor-seat and, likely close to one of the big
wheels, kneel down on the dirt and cry-out for God’s
mercy on them!  Do we have that ex pec tancy to day, when 
seem ingly even na ture is wait ing for His com ing?  In the
Rap ture (tak ing away His bride) it will be in a ‘Twin kling 
of an Eye’ which is lit er ally a very small part of a sec ond.

I also re call a young Mother would hang-out her
laun dry, she would check into their liv ing-quar ters to see

IF their In fant-chil dren were still in their bed or cra dle, or 
if the ‘BRIDE-GROOM’ had taken the child HOME to
HEAVEN!  ARE YOU READY?

Mar vel ous, Won der ful, Grace pro vided by MY
SAVIOR, as the KING is com ing for Me!

What a day that shall be, when my JESUS I shall see; 

When I look upon HIS Face,

The One who saved me by His GRACE!

What a day that shalt be!

Fear God

“But I will show you whom you shall fear: Fear
Him who af ter He has killed, has power to cast into
hell.” (Luke 12:5)

God’s Word has a strong, fear not!  We thank God
for that Word.  We can not live with out it!

But the Word of God says just as pow er fully that we
are to fear God!  The Bi ble speaks of this in sev eral
places.

To day there is so lit tle fear of God.  HE is con sid ered
to be tol er ant.  But it is ter ri ble to fall into the hands of
the Liv ing God. Be cause there is so lit tle fear of God,
there is lit tle se ri ous ness.  This is true of us also who be -
lieve in God.  We are not par tic u larly care ful about the
com mand of God.  Our lack of a holy fear of God makes
us su per fi cial.

Fear of God would urge “work out your own sal va -
tion with fear and trem bling.” (Philippians 2:12) It
would also drive us out into God’s Har vest Field.  Be -
cause we fear God, we seek to win souls for God, says the 
apos tle. 

Fear of God does not rob us of the joy in God!  The
strange thing is that con trary to what we think, it tunes
the harps of the joy of sal va tion to clearer tones.

Taken from Quiet Moments On the Way Home, 
by H. E. Wisloff 
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We must never com pro mise with those
who have apos ta tized from the truth if
we are to be wor thy sons and daugh -

ters of Chris tian an ces tors who sealed
their faith with blood.

Billy Sunday 
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Promises of Love
By Dr. Jeff Fugate 

Through out the WORD of GOD, we find the prin ci -
ple of lov ing God and keeping His com mand ments.

The Gos pel of John states: “If ye love, keep my com -
mand ments.” (John 14:15)  It is in ter est ing to note that
the way we know we love God is that we keep His com -
mand ments.

There is an other prom ise or set of prom ises that are
con nected to this truth.  There is this: there are spe cial
prom ises for those and to those that love the Lord.

So far, we have learned that if we love God, we will
keep His com mand ments.

“For this is the love of God, that we keep his com -
mand ments: and his com mand ments are not griev ous.”
(I John 5:3)

As a teen ager I con tem plated these pas sages of
Scrip ture: If you love Him, keep His com mand ments
and His com mand ments are not griev ous.”  As I thought
of the com mand ments of the Lord, some of them were
not easy for me and I would have put them in the cat e -
gory of “griev ous,” but I did not en joy do ing them!  

Be cause I did not love All of His Com mand ments, I
was con cerned as to whether or not I re ally loved God. 
Then, there were two life il lus tra tions that helped me to
un der stand this verse. 

I can not say that I re ally en joyed ac a dem ics in
school.  I en joyed school well enough but would do
what ever I could to get out of go ing to some classes.  I
some times would think and hope maybe that Eng lish
class would just go away!

One year I got be hind in my Eng lish (ACE PACES).  
That sum mer when school was out, I had to spend a
great deal of time in side rather than out side where I
wanted to be play ing and do ing the things a young boy
wanted to do.

My Dad set me down and talked to me.  Here is the

es sence of what he said: “Son, I know you do not like
the sub ject Eng lish, but it is im por tant to learn.  I love
you and I want you to do this for me.”  I thought, I will
do it for you, but I don’t want to do it for the sake of
ENGLISH! 

Ed i tor’s Note: Je sus loves Me this I Know, for the
BIBLE TELLS ME SO: Agape (un con di tional love) –
He does n’t love my (sin); but He loves me in spite of my
SIN!  HE so loves you and me, that even be fore I was
con ceived in my Mother’s Womb; (Even be fore I was
born) He had a plan and place for you and me; in this our 
sin ful world. “For you know the grace of our Lord Je sus 
Christ, that though He was rich, yet for your sakes He
be came poor, that you through His pov erty might be -
come rich.”  “The LORD your God in your midst, The
Mighty One, will save; He will re joice over you with
glad ness, He will quiet you with His love, He will re joice 
over you with sing ing.” 
(II Co rin thi ans 8:9 & Zephaniah 3:17)

Psalm 100

Make a joy ful shout to the LORD, all you lands!
 Serve the LORD with glad ness;
Come be fore His pres ence
 With sing ing, 
Know that the LORD, He is God;
 It is He who has made us, and not we our selves;
We are His peo ple and the sheep of His pas ture. 

En ter into His gates with thanksgiving, 
 And into His courts with praise, 
Be thank ful to Him, and bless 
 His name, 
For the LORD is good; 
 His mercy is ev er last ing,
And His truth en dures to all 
 Gen er a tions.

Ed i tor’s Note: When a per son’s heart is right with
God, there will be ‘thanksgiving’ ev ery day for God is
al ways good. “Ev ery good gift and ev ery per fect gift is
from above, and co mes down from the Fa ther of lights,
with whom there is no vari a tion or shadow of turn ing.”
(James 1:17)  Even when things don’t seem right to us,
God is still al ways good!  Dur ing re fin ing fires or cor -
rec tion, Je sus is per mit ting these to come our-way in di -
rectly, through nail-pierced Hands! We may com plain
on the in side of what is tak ing place; but then re al ize it is 
for our good.  See Romans 8:28-29.

May YOU truly ex pe ri ence a very blessed
Thanksgiving Sea son & on!

The Bible!
Men (and women) hate the BIBLE be cause it

tells them what they are!  It never flat ters, never
apol o gies, never praises man

(All hu mans) for his nat u ral en dow ments and 
of ten de rides his wis dom.  Even when he has
climbed to the top most bough of the tree of
knowl edge and there sways in the ap plause of the
mul ti tude, the Old Book seems to look up and say, 
“THE WISDOM OF MAN IS FOOLISHNESS
WITH GOD.”

      Jarrette Aycock 



KNOWING GOD

If we search for God as an Ob ject among other ob -
jects, we fail to find Him. If we con ceive of God as en -
throned some where in the “blue in ane” or be yond the
stars, mod ern as tron omy pro jects Him far be yond the
reach of our ut most thought. Hu man wis dom can not find
Him. He is not the ob ject of thought. Knowl edge of God
is not in tel lec tual knowl edge. We are the ob jects of His
grace. Only as pen i tent and be liev ing re cip i ents of His
sav ing love can we have an im me di ate ex pe ri ence of
what He is.

“Ye have known God,” says Paul in writ ing to the
Galatians. But he adds, “or rather, have come to be
known of God.” This “or rather” turns us from the ab -
stract cog ni tion of hu man ism to the “ex is ten tial knowl -
edge” of the Chris tian.

We can not find God by search ing for Him with tele -
scopes or mi cro scopes. Nor by ra tio nal re flec tion. True
knowl edge of Him is His gift to us, ap pro pri ated by faith.

The Gos pel is not the re port that some one has dis -

cov ered God. It is the good news that God has re vealed
Him self in Christ to us. The hu man in tel lect knows only
in part darkly as in a mir ror.

Un less we have ex per i men tal knowl edge of Him as
our Sav iour, He is only a pro jec tion of our own mind, an
idol of our own mak ing. But if it is the knowl edge of a
full sur ren der to Him and the hum ble ac cep tance of His
lov ing kind ness in for give ness and the gift of eter nal life,
we may look for ward in the cher ished hope of Chris tian
trust to the day when we shall know even as we have been 
known.

C.J. Sodergren
The Bi ble Ban ner, Feb ru ary 1939
Lu theran Bi ble In sti tute, Min ne ap o lis
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Ed i to rial 
RES

FOOD/APPETITE
By no means am I go ing to in ter fere in re gards to

your phys i cal ap pe tite this month; es pe cially when it
co mes to THANKSGIVING DAY, but a good ap pe tite 
is nec es sary for good-heath; both phys i cally and spir i -
tu ally!  Ac cord ing to God’s Word we are to have an
ap pe tite for the things of GOD and es pe cially His
Word, the BIBLE, and then Chris tian-fel low ship and
on! IF this in gre di ent is miss ing in your diet, you re -
ally don’t have to read on in this ed i to rial for you are
very sick or dead!  We are to hun ger for God’s Word
like an In fant at meal-time.

A good share of gro cery shop pers don’t just grab
any item and pay for it, then go home and eat the same
with out ei ther know ing or pre par ing the items and see -
ing that they have a bal anced-diet, not just one in gre di -
ent!  A bal anced diet re quires check ing how much
salt/sugar/fat is in this item.  Should n’t this also be true 
in re gards to your spir i tual diet and also what is be ing
shared from be hind the pul pit, TV, etc?  You know a
lit tle poi son will even tu ally kill you, the only dif fer -

ence is how quick the end re sult will be. Isa iah
56:10-12, 58:1; II Tim o thy 4:1-5.

Mar tin Lu ther said, ‘the per son that does not fear
him self has the great est rea son to fear of all’; be cause
of Jer e miah 17:9-10.
The Med i cal world may tell us not to eat such and such 
for your better health and then al most au to mat i cally
your de sire be comes even greater for this item; so we
will cheat just a lit tle.  This is true for both saved and
un saved people, and is n’t that also true when God says 
No to our de sires? That de sire be comes even greater,
which pos si bly hap pened with Eve and Adam when
our arch-en emy  said that just a ‘lit tle immod esty’
won’t hurt.  Don’t for get  about the ex am ple to the
brothers & sis ters in God’s Fam ily.  (See I Co rin thi ans
8:9 & 12)   You know as a par ent or grand-par ent, IF
you don’t like something; chances are your off-spring
won’t like it ei ther!  How is your ap pe tite for the things 
of GOD? 
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Believable …Yet Unbelievable 

Vote/Voting

Very Im por tant:  Be sure to vote.  We have a priv i -
lege and re spon si bil ity in the U.S.A. a Land of the free! 

Likely some you spe cial read ers of the Morn ing
Glory, may think one vote does n’t make much dif fer -
ence!  

As a youth, I re call my Un cle & Aunt had a farm very 
close to a small ham let and the time had come to vote on a 
county-seat sev eral miles apart from an other ham let. The
ham let close to this farm lost by ONE vote!  I’m SURE,
you got the point!  Don’t  just vote down a cer tain po lit i -
cal party line; but who is the best can di date in God’s eyes.  
Some times we take for granted’ such op por tu ni ties un til
we lose them!

Editor

Vote on “Transgender” Bill 
On Capitol Hill, mo men tum is grow ing to pass the

“Transgender Bill of Rights” (H. Res. 1209) …….
This H. Res. 1209 is not about equal ity —- if it were,

the bill would not ex pressly state that no re li gious ex emp -
tions are al lowed!  This is about crush ing re li gious free -
dom…

Churches and re li gious schools must have the right to 
teach the next gen er a tion bib li cal val ues.  With out this
free dom, churches and schools will close or go un der -
ground.  Com mu nist coun tries re lent lessly tar get
churches to si lence them. AND that is ex actly what this
so-called “Transgender Bill of Rights” does as well. 

Imag ine your chil dren at church or a Chris tian school 
be ing taught by a male “drag queen” and the church or
school (be ing) pow er less to say, “No, this vi o lates our
bib li cal be liefs!”

Seems far-fetched? It is not!

Mat Staves, LIBERTY COUNCIL

All 220 Democrats, 47 House
Republicans Voted to Legalize Same-Sex
Marriage 

Forty-seven House Re pub li cans voted (July 26) in
sup port of a Dem o crat-backed bill to cod ify same-sex
mar riage into fed eral law.

The bill dubbed the Re spect for Mar riage Act, passed 
the House of Rep re sen ta tives 267 to 157.  All 220 Dem o -
crats voted in fa vor.  Seven Re pub li cans ab stained.   

The Re spect for Mar riage Act would for mally re peal
the 1996 De fense of Mar riage Act, which rec og nized

mar riage as “only a le gal un ion be tween one man and one 
woman as hus band and wife…

Jared Eckert dailysignal.com 

Doctors Group Threatens to Decertify
Pro-Life Physicians for Telling Truth
About Abortion 

Pro-life doc tors may sue the Amer i can Board of Ob -
stet rics and Gy ne col ogy af ter it threat ened to decertify
phy si cians who pro vide al leged “mis in for ma tion and dis -
in for ma tion” about abor tion to pa tients. 

The med i cal board, which cer ti fies ob ste tri cians and
gy ne col o gists, claims abor tions are an “es sen tial” part of
“re pro duc tive health”!  Doc tors who dis agree could be
pun ished.

In a state ment July 7, the board threat ened to re voke
the cer tif i ca tions of OB-GYN’s who pro vide “mis in for -
ma tion and dis in for ma tion about COVID-19, re pro duc -
tive health care, abor tion and other OBGYN prac tices
that harm the pa tients we serve or pub lic health,” the
Wash ing ton Times re ports.

Lifenews.com 

Vice President Compares Supreme Court 
Ruling Overturning Roe to Slavery 

Kamala Har ris claimed that ban ning the kill ing of
un born ba bies in abor tions is sim i lar to slav ery in a
speech (July 25) to the NAACP…

Har ris …com pared the U.S. Su preme Court de ci sion
over turn ing Roe vs. Wade to slav ery…

Re spond ing af ter wards, U.S. Rep re sen ta tive Lauren
Boebert, a pro-life Re pub li can from Col o rado, slammed
Har ris for de scrib ing abort ing un born ba bies as a “right.”

“Kamala just com pared not be ing able to mur der
your un born child to slav ery.  Psy chotic,” Boebert wrote
on Twit ter.

Lifenews.com 

EDITOR’S COMMENTS; Such a warped sense of
val ues!  Sixty-three mil lion un born ba bies who were de -
nied the right to be born and have the priv i lege of life
would dis agree with the vice pres i dent. Just as there is
no le git i mate ra tio nale to jus tify slav ery, there can be no 
le git i mate ra tio nal to jus tify butch er ing ba bies.  

Sword of the Lord.



Elizabeth Warren Claims Pro-life
Pregnancy Centers “Torture” Women 

(Sen a tor) Eliz a beth War ren is sued a rad i cal call (July 
26) to “shut down” preg nancy re source cen ters that help
mil lions of preg nant and par enting moth ers and ba bies in
need. 

The Mas sa chu setts Dem o crat in sisted that the
pro-life or ga ni za tions be closed, claim ing they “tor ture”
and “fool” preg nant women ac cord ing to Fox News…

Lifenews.com 

Biden Threatens Pro-Life Pharmacists
Who Refuse to Sell Dangerous Abortion
Drug 

The Biden ad min is tra tion threat ened to block
Medicaid funds to phar ma cies that re fuse to stock abor -
tion drugs or sell con tra cep tion that may cause abor tions
in a new guid ance from the U.S. De part ment of Health
and Hu man Ser vices. 

The HHS Of fice for Civil Rights sent the warn ing to
ap prox i mately 60,000 phar ma cies across the U.S., ac -
cord ing to a de part ment press re lease.

Lifenews.com 

THANK YOU!
(From the newest Hauge Lu theran Innermission

Fed er a tion Board Mem ber Ron Nel son of Flaxton, ND)
Thank you very much for the very nice wel come to

the Hauge Lu theran Innermission Fed er a tion.
I am en clos ing a de vo tional that I wrote for our lo cal

Burke County pa per years ago and I am also in clud ing a
poem of Clara Olson Loset given to Pas tor R. Norheim
some time ago!  He pub lished in the Lamp lighter.

At a later date I will send you some names of peo ple
around here, in our county, that seem to be in ter ested
since I told them about the Morn ing Glory! …… Some of 
them in their child hood re mem ber their par ents get ting
the Morn ing Glory.

Looking for ward to the Hauge Bi ble Con fer ence at
Lib erty Lu theran Brethren Church in Fargo, ND.

*********

HEAVENLY SUNSHINE 

Sub mitted by Ron Nel son, Flaxton, ND

A lit tle Black boy was sit ting on the South east side of 
a house one raw cold spring day, but it did n’t bother him
be cause the sun was shin ing brightly on him!  An el derly
Grandpa walked by and asked him, “Well my boy, what
are you do ing?”  “Oh, I am just sit ting here in the “Son”
let ting Je sus love Me.”  Would n’t it be great if grown-ups 
could be a lit tle more like chil dren in all sim plic ity seek -
ing places where God’s Love could shine down upon us?

Mount Cal vary is such a place!  Here the mercy of
God is ex tended to all who come; “Near the Cross a
Trem bling Soul” to find for give ness, a new na ture and
“son ship”.  Here sin is sin and Grace is Grace …your sin
and God’s Grace!

Alone with God in the prayer-closet is also a good
place to be.  Ac tu ally, you won’t be kept in His Word (the
Bi ble) un less you are also kept in prayer! The two are
inter-re lated and can not be sep a rated!  “If any man (per -
son) …let him ask.”  Nor mal growth pro ceeds from this
com bi na tion.  God wants to see us grown; “bear ing much 
fruit.”

By Grace HE has pro vided for nor mal steady
growth; but it will cost us the time it takes to read His
Word and pray.  Be hold ing Him our faith grows, and we
live by faith in our Lov ing Lord and Sav ior.

“Looking unto JESUS the Au thor and Perfector
of our faith.” (He brews 12:12)
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For got ten God

“More than half a cen tury ago, while I was still a
child, I re call hear ing a num ber of older peo ple of fer
the fol low ing ex pla na tion for the great di sas ters that
had be fallen Rus sia: ‘Men have for got ten God;
that’s why all this has hap pened.’

“Since then I have spent well-nigh fifty years work -
ing on the his tory of our Rev o lu tion; in the pro cess I
have read hun dreds of books, col lected hun dreds of
per sonal tes ti mo nies, and have al ready con trib uted
eight vol umes of my own to ward the ef fort of clear -
ing away the rub ble left by that up heaval. But if I
were asked to day to for mu late as con cisely as pos si -
ble the main cause of the ru in ous Rev o lu tion that
swal lowed up some sixty mil lion of our peo ple, I
could not put it more ac cu rately than to re peat: ”Men 
have for got ten God; that’s why all this has hap -
pened.’’’

Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn, Templeton Lecture, May
10, 1983, The Solzhenitsyn Reader, p. 577 .

Se lected



The Enemies of God!
By Bill Brink worth 

“But he an swered and said unto them, Why do ye
also trans gress the com mand ment of God by your tra -
di tion?  Ye hyp o crites, well did Esaias proph ecy of you, 
say ing, ‘This peo ple draweth nigh unto me with their
mouth, and honoureth me with their lips; but their
heart is far from me.  But in vain they do wor ship me,
teach ing for doc trines the com mand ments of men.”
(Mat thew 15:3, 7-9)

In Mat thew 15, we see one of the many ac counts of
Je sus bat tling peo ple that gave Him the most trou ble
while He walked this earth.  It was not the crowd of sac -
ri fice-of fer ing pa gans or a force of Ashtoreth-bow ing
Canaanites or sun-wor ship ing Bel-wor ship pers.  This
en emy was the one that ul ti mately took part in His
death.  This dan ger ous force was the “wor ship pers” of
God! 

Im me di ately, one is aghast.  How could a group of
“God-fear ing” peo ple be come God’s Son’s worst en -
emy? 

They con tin u ally ques tioned, doubted and crit i -
cized Je sus be cause they were not of God! They read
their To rah (the first five books of the BIBLE), fol lowed
many Jew ish Laws and of ten at tended Tem ple wor ship.

How ever, they wor shiped God as a “HABIT” and a
tra di tion only (Mat thew 15:3).  Their hearts were not
com mit ted to liv ing for and serv ing God! Their hearts
were hard and dead to the real wor ship of God.  They
were wor ship pers of God in name only!  Many times,
JESUS re buked these false wor ship pers, call ing them
hyp o crites and ven om ous “vi pers.” 

To day, the en e mies of God are not dif fer ent than
they were then.  There are still many man made,
unbiblical re li gions op er at ing un der the guise of “Chris -
tian.” These mod ern in sti tu tions are also “teach ing for
doc trines the com mand ments of men.”  Some of the
false doc trines and prac tices in clude:

Al tered “bi bles” to re in force god less doc trines.  The 
new, mod ern-ver sion “bi bles” are prone to change doc -
trines ei ther to fit the re li gion that uses the per ver sion or
to re move teach ing that the rewriters do not be lieve.

“Re li gious” laws that su per sede what God’s Word
teaches.  These in clude the Ko ran, Book of Mor mon and 
Je ho vah’s Wit nesses Watch tower lit er a ture.

Tra di tions that peo ple fol low “re li giously” with out
ques tion.  As in Je sus’ day, false re li gion is just around
the near est cor ner!   They may have the la bel “church”
on their build ing sign and even have a “Bi ble” that is
preached from.  

IF their hearts are not con verted, their real pur pose

is not to teach all that the BIBLE has to say, but to teach
what they think is the right way to “wor ship” God.  They 
can be the en e mies of God!

To day, much dam age is done to Chris tian ity by lib -
eral wor ship pers of a dif fer ent “god” than is de scribed
and com manded to be wor shipped in the Bi ble.  In many 
cases, these false “churches” have only a form of god li -
ness with out any power from God!

“Hav ing a form of god li ness, but de ny ing the
power thereof; from such turn away.”  
(II Tim o thy 3:5)

THE PASTOR’S JEALOUSY
l.  A watch ful jeal ousy. He will have to give ac count

of the souls en trusted to his care, so dares not be care -
less. He loves his flock, and there fore watches over it.
He watches for the ap proach of peril, if per ad ven ture he
may avert it. He jeal ously scru ti nizes all in flu ences af -
fect ing his charge. His Mas ter is the shep herd; he is the
watch-dog. 

2.  A warn ing jeal ousy. His keen feel ings lead to sol -
emn ad mo ni tions when needed. He barks, and, when oc -
ca sion arises, even bites; faith ful are the wounds of such
a friend. A short shrift is the desert of a pas tor who is but
a dumb dog. Pity it is if our feel ings are so fine that we
can not re buke men to save them from per di tion. Sil ver
bells are all very well for sea sons of fes tiv ity, but when
the fire blazes forth we must swing lust ily the rough
alarm-bell in the tur ret. He is a poor sur geon who is too
ten der-hearted to use the knife. If we love peo ple very
much we shall be will ing to hurt them that we may heal
them. An un-warn ing jeal ousy is not worth a far thing a
bushel. It is a poor sham. 

Taken from The Pulpit Commentary of Second
Corinthians, 11:2, Hendrickson Publishers

8

“The things that will destroy

America are prosperity at any

price, peace at any price, safety

first instead of duty first, the

love of soft living and the

get-rich quick theory of life.”

Theodore Roosevelt



The sin ner, who has be come aware of his mis ery and
has been led by the good ness and pa tience of God to re -
pen tance, has be come hum ble in heart.  He is deeply dis -
turbed and bro ken and sheds bit ter tears over his
con di tion.  It pains him in the in ner most of his soul that he
so of ten and so shame fully has of fended, for saken, and de -
spised God’s great love and pa tience and served the devil
so long.

When the sin ner is now pre pared for the
of fered mercy, then is ful filled the Scrip ture
which says: “The Lord is nigh unto them that 
are of a bro ken heart and saveth such as are
of a con trite spirit” (Psalm 34:18).  “God
healeth the bro ken hearted” (Psalm 47:3).
The an gel in the pic ture, rep re sent ing God’s
grace, now steps for ward and holds up be -
fore him Je sus Christ, the Cru cified.  The
sav ing Gos pel is de clared to him—that Je sus 
Christ came into the world to save just such
help less sin ners, that He died for all sin ners
and pur chased for them for give ness of sins
and eter nal life.  God, through Christ, of fers
to the bro ken and con trite heart grace, for -
give ness, eter nal life, and sal va tion.  

If the sin ner now ac cepts this of fer in
true faith and sin cere con fi dence, lays hold
of Je sus Christ and His mer its, and in a liv ing 
faith be lieves that all this is be stowed upon
him purely out of mercy and grace, then he
re ceives the wit ness of the Holy Spirit that
all his sins are for given and that he is a true
child of God (Rom. 8:16).  The Holy Spirit
en light ens the heart with righ teous ness,
peace, and joy.  Then ver ily the king dom of
God has come.  

Tears may still fall, but now it will be
only tears of grat i tude, af fec tion, and joy, be -
cause he has been cleansed from sin and
filled with the Spirit.  In body and soul he
now re joices in the liv ing God.  The star will
beam in his heart be cause of a liv ing faith. 

The en e mies of his soul, the hor rid an i -
mals, Sa tan and his hoard, have dis ap peared
from the heart.  Now it re-ech oes in his mind: 
“And such were some of you: but ye are
washed, but ye are sanc ti fied, but ye are jus -
ti fied in the name of the Lord Je sus, and by
the Spirit of God” (I Cor. 6:11).

Oh how happy, how blessed, how joy ful 
such a par doned heart.  He feels like sing ing
one song of praise af ter the other.  He can not
re joice enough in his Sav iour and His grace,

ad mire His mercy and grace, and thank Him enough.  

Though filled with this joy, he must con tinue in
watch ful ness and fear and never grow weary.  The hor rid
an i mals, the de fil ing sins, are now out side of the heart.  Sa -
tan has lost his power over him, but he is not far away.  He
seeks night and day to re turn.  The greater his loss, the
greater his bit ter ness.  There fore, watch and pray.
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THE HEART CONDITION OF A SINNER WHO BELIEVES 
IN CHRIST AND HIS GOSPEL, AND IS FILLED WITH 

THE HOLY SPIRIT

Mir ror of the Heart
Third Pic ture
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PRAYER 

Di vine Sav iour!  I can not re joice enough over Thy
grace and love!  I can not thank Thee enough for Thy glo -
ri ous sav ing Gos pel! Thou hast given me re demp tion
through Thy blood, the for give ness of sins, ac cord ing to
the riches of Thy grace.  Thou hast sealed me with that
“Holy Spirit of prom ise,” and given me “the ear nest of
our in her i tance.” Oh, quicken my faith more and more,
and en lighten my soul so that I may better know Thy
gifts, all the heav enly bless ings which Thou hast bought
for me by Thy suf fer ing and death, which Thou art now
of fer ing me through the Gos pel.

How Thou hast won der fully par doned, en riched, and 
blessed me!  I, who for merly was an abode for Sa tan, am
now a tem ple of the Holy Spirit.  I, who for merly was a
slave of sin, am now a free child of God.  I, who for merly
was a gath er ing place for the un clean spir its, am now the
joy of the an gels.  I, in whom sin raged and Sa tan ruled,
am now filled with joy, righ teous ness, and peace in the
Holy Spirit which God has given me.  The en e mies of my
soul have been routed.  The shack les which held me
bound in sin and the devil’s slav ery have been bro ken,
and I am free.  Mercy has been shown me; I have ob -
tained grace.

How can I thank Thee enough! Thy praise shall al -
ways be upon my lips.  Only one thing do I beg of Thee,
dear Sav iour: do not with draw Thy sus tain ing hand from
me, and blot me not out from Thy pres ence.  Thou art the
rock of my sal va tion.  Pre serve my heart that I may fear
Thy name.  Let me never feel se cure, but al ways be on the
watch that I may not be en slaved by the en emy and de -
ceived by sin.  May Thy grace for tify my heart so that I
will al ways hate sin and flee from ev ery temp ta tion as
from hell it self.  Thou hast set me free; do not ever let me
be come a slave again.  Thou hast sanc ti fied my in ner life;
do not let it be come des e crated.  May my heart al ways be a
tem ple of the Holy Spirit, a home for peace, joy, and righ -
teous ness in the Holy Spirit.  AMEN.

I Could Not Do With out Thee

I could not do with out Thee 
O Sav iour of the lost, 
Whose won drous love re deemed me, 
At such tre men dous cost; 
Thy righ teous ness, Thy par don, 
Thy pre cious blood must be 
My only hope and com fort, 
My glory and my plea.  

I could not do with out Thee, 
I can not stand alone, 
I have no strength or good ness, 

No wis dom of my own; 
But Thou, be loved Sav iour, 
Art all in all to me; 
And weak ness will be power 
If lean ing hard on Thee.  

I could not do with out Thee, 
For O the way is long, 
And I am of ten weary, 
And sigh re places song: 
How could I do with out Thee? 
I do not know the way; 
Thou knowest, and Thou leadest, 
And wilt not let me stray.  

I could not do with out Thee, 
O Je sus, Sav iour dear; 
E’en when my eyes are holden, 
I know that Thou art near.  
How dreary and how lonely 
This change ful life would be, 
With out the sweet com mu nion, 
The se cret rest with Thee! 

I could not do with out Thee, 
For years are fleet ing fast, 
And soon in sol emn lone li ness 
The river must be passed; 
But Thou wilt never leave me, 
And though the waves roll high, 
I know Thou wilt be near me, 
And whis per, “It is I.” — 
      Fran cis R.  Havergal 

Ed i tor’s Note: This ar ti cle is taken from Mir ror of
the Heart, which is avail able from the Hauge Book
Store with a small do na tion.  It is fur ther de scribed on
page 16 and you can or der it us ing the en ve lope in the
cen ter of the mag a zine.

We must feel toward our people as a father
toward his children; yea, the most tender love of
a mother must not surpass ours. We must even
travail in birth, till Christ be formed in them.
They should see that we care for no outward
thing, neither liberty, nor honor, nor life, in

comparison to their salvation... When the people
see that you truly love them, they will hear

anything from you...Oh therefore, see that you
feel a tender love for your people in your hearts,

and let them perceive it in your speech and
conduct. Let them see that you spend and are

spent for their sakes. — Richard Baxter 



Gender Madness
“And God cre ated man in His own im age, in the im age

of God He cre ated him; male and fe male He cre ated
them.  And God blessed them; and God said to them,

“Be fruit ful and mul ti ply, and fill the earth, and sub due 
it; and rule over the fish of the sea and over the birds of 

the sky, and over ev ery liv ing thing that moves on the
earth.”  (Gen e sis 1:27-28)

So ci ety to day is ab so lutely be set with the no tion that
a per son’s gen der is what ever they want or per ceive it to
be.  The whole con cept that a man could be come a
woman, or a woman be come a man was ab so lutely pre -
pos ter ous not that long ago.  The rise and ac cep tance of
ho mo sex u al ity has led to all man ner of sexual de vi a tion
be cause once you take down God’s stan dard of one man
and one woman be ing the only two com po nents suit able
for mar riage and sex ual func tion, then the door is thrown
open for any thing and ev ery thing to now be pres ent as an
al ter na tive.  But where do you draw the line and say this
is wrong?

Not only do peo ple want to iden tify as a dif fer ent
gen der, they can now iden tify as no gen der (called
non-bi nary).  They say that they don’t iden tify as ei ther
one.  When some one wants to change their gen der, they
can go in and have a sur gery done to re place their re pro -
duc tive or gans revamped us ing other parts of their bod -
ies.  If doc tors re fuse to per form these pro ce dures, they
will find them selves out of a job be cause one rea son that
med i cal fa cil i ties are ready to do this is be cause of the
money that it gen er ates.  The cost of gen der re con struc -
tion and the fol low up af ter wards can gen er ate $40,000 to 
even $100,000.  What is n’t seen in the pub lic eye is the
in fec tion that is prev a lent and the hor mone block ing
drugs that take their toll on a per son.  I have never seen
any sta tis tics on how many peo ple die from this pro ce -
dure, or how many end up per ma nently dis abled.  Also,
the psy cho log i cal im pact upon a per son is not stated ei -
ther.  What will hap pen to a young per son who de cides to
change their gen der and down the road wake up to the
fact that they have per ma nently changed their bod ies and
there is no way to re verse it and make it like it was be -
fore?  I have n’t seen any  on the de pres sion and sui cide
rates of peo ple who do this.

Today, the ed u ca tion sys tem is pushing this agenda
to reach kids at the low est lev els, in clud ing kin der gar ten
and first grade.  They are in tro duced from the ear li est that 
a fam ily is what ever you want it to be, with two mom -
mies or two dad dies.  By throw ing the whole spec trum of
“any thing goes,” the school pushes people to “find out”
what you are by ex plor ing al ter na tives so that you can

make sure you find what you are.  Not only do young
people learn to identify as a gay or les bian, they can also
iden tify as whatever they want, in clud ing an an i mal. 
They are re ferred to as “Furries” where some one iden ti -
fies as a cat or a dog or a goat or what ever they want.  In
some schools, they have put lit ter boxes in the restrooms
for these furries to use.  If a teacher re fuses to go along
with such mad ness, they can be ter mi nated based on dis -
crim i na tion.  Teaches must go through equity train ing to
be able to know how to re spond to these sit u a tions.  Your
per sonal con vic tions in these mat ters is put away or you
suf fer the consequences.

In so ci ety to day, you are to ad dress peo ple with their
pre ferred pro noun that they identify with.  If a man now
iden ti fies as a woman,  you are to re fer to them as “her” or 
“she.”  If some one identifies as neither male nor fe male,
do we then iden tify them as “it” or “thing?”  Any man ner
of de vi a tion is now ac cepted as a per son’s per sonal pref -
er ence.  There is no right or wrong that over sees what
peo ple do today.  What hap pens to day when some one de -
cides to marry a dog?

How do we know that all of this is wrong?  Be cause
of God’s Word!  In the Scrip ture at the top of the page, 
God says that He cre ated male and fe male peo ple.  They
did not come into the world by chance.  God did not make 
a mis take in His cre ation of the gen ders of peo ple, and so
peo ple are not free to change that at will.  To do so would
be to say that God was wrong in His cre ation of them.

God states what His only way of re pro duc tion was
for one man and one woman to unite to gether in holy
mat ri mony and come to gether as com ple men tary gen ders 
in the sex ual un ion and through this bring off spring into
the world.  You can tell what is right and what is per ver -
sion be cause this is the only model that will pro duce chil -
dren.  God said to Adam and Eve, “Be fruit ful and
mul ti ply.”  (Gen. 1:28)  All of these other ap proaches to
sex u al ity can’t pro duce any off spring and are a per ver -
sion of God’s de sign.  All peo ple in the LGBTQ must ei -
ther adopt chil dren or through one way or an other, have
the seed of a reg u lar man im preg nate a reg u lar woman. 
Bi ol ogy, gov erned by God, won’t al low any other means.  
The an i mal world does n’t have a prob lem fig ur ing this
out be cause it is built in as in stinct.  Are peo ple to day on a 
lower understanding than even the brute beasts?  You de -
cide.

This move ment will de stroy so ci ety, just as it did in
Gen e sis 19 in the days of Lot.  Love, mar riage, fam ily
and home are the sta bil ity blocks that God de signed from
the very be gin ning of man kind’s cre ation to hold so ci ety
to gether.  When this is bro ken, then so ci ety will fall apart.

Pastor Jim Haga
Shoreview, MN
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The Old Paths
“Thus says the LORD:  “Stand in the ways and see,

And ask for the old paths, where the good way is, and
walk in it; Then you will find rest for your souls.”  

(Jer 6:16, NKJV)

Years ago we had many or ga ni za tions, the Hauge
Lu theran Innermission, the Lu theran Evan ge lis tic
Move ment, and the Lu theran Bi ble In sti tute Move ment, 
Lu theran Youth Alive and many other Lu theran
para-church or ga ni za tions that min is tered to the
churches and walked amongst the churches much like
Christ walked amongst the churches in Rev e la tion, ex -
hort ing us to re pent; and to strengthen what re mains;
and to re turn to our first love. There were gi ants in the
land in those days, Gi ants like Maynard Force, Dr Sam -
uel Miller,  A.W. Knock, Evold Conrad, Peder
Fostervold, and even the pas tor of my youth, Elmer
Anhalt who week af ter week ex horted us to a per sonal
faith in Je sus Christ as Lord and Sav ior.

But to day these or ga ni za tions have ei ther dis ap -
peared, have lost their fo cus, or are just a shadow of
what they used to be and are in dan ger of dy ing. We
need to take to heart Christ’s words to the Churches. We
need to “Re mem ber there fore from where you have
fallen; re pent and do the first works.” (Rev 2:5).

There was a time that I was ready to give up on the
Lu theran Church. I thought it was past sav ing. Yes if
you searched real hard you could find a cou ple “liv ing”
con gre ga tions, but the pres sure for them to con form was 
great. So the chance of them sur viv ing an other gen er a -
tion seemed slim. But since then God has shown me that
there still is life in the Lu theran Church. There still is a
rem nant who has not bowed the knee to Baal. We need
to, “Be watch ful, and strengthen the things which re -
main, that are ready to die.” (Rev 3:2)  There are some
things that re main, some good things, but if we aren’t
vig i lant they will die and Christ will re move our
lampstand. Let’s pur pose in our hearts to not let that
hap pen. Let’s pray the Lord of the har vest, that once
again the har vest might be made ready, and that la bor ers
will also be pre pared to go to the fields. 

Cleanse Me was a hymn writ ten by the late re vival
his to rian J. Edwin Orr, I es pe cially like the last verse. 
May this be our prayer.

O Holy Ghost, re vival co mes from Thee;
Send a re vival start the work in me.
Thy Word de clares thou wilt sup ply our need;
For bless ings now, O Lord, I hum bly plead.

Doubting Thomas?
Read John 20:24-28

I won der where Thomas was the first time Je sus ap -
peared to the dis ci ples? You know it’s a dan ger ous thing
to miss a meet ing of be liev ers. You never know what
might hap pen, what bless ing you might miss out on, or
what spe cial vis i ta tion of the Spirit you might miss. If
you miss a Sunday morn ing wor ship ser vice or prayer
meet ing, you miss out on a word, or ex pe ri ence God
meant for you.  

In any event, when Thomas fi nally did join them, the
other dis ci ples be gan to tell him about how they had ex -
pe ri enced the liv ing Lord. Thomas would not sim ply take 
their word for it, he wanted to ex pe ri ence the Lord for
him self, and there is noth ing wrong with that. I think
Thomas has got ten a bad rap for this ep i sode. We call him 
“doubt ing” Thomas. I think that’s un fair. If some one has -
n’t ex pe ri enced Je sus for them selves it’s quite nat u ral for
them to doubt. Thomas could n’t live off their ex pe ri ence;
he had to ex pe ri ence Christ on his own.

Friends you can’t live off my ex pe ri ence with Je sus,
you need to meet Christ on your own, and you need to fall 
at His feet like Thomas did and say, “my Lord and my
God”. Young peo ple, you can’t live off the ex pe ri ence
your par ents or your grand par ents had, you need to have
your own en coun ter, face to face with Je sus and see the
scars in his hands, feet and side, the signs of His suf fer -
ing, that He bore for your sins, and you must fall at His
feet as Thomas did and say “My Lord and my God.”

I have met the Lord, I have touched Him, He has
healed me, and my sins have been for given. The dis ci -
ple’s tes ti mony was, “We have seen the Lord.” Have you
ex pe ri enced the touch of the mas ter? If you have, tell
some one. If you have, tell ev ery one. If you have noth ing
to tell, maybe you need to ask God, “Why?” Maybe
you’ve been try ing to live off of some one else’s ex pe ri -
ence. That won’t do, you need to fol low Thomas’ ex am -
ple, come to Je sus, see and touch the “body bro ken for
you”, and cry out, “My Lord and my God.”

Both articles from Wayne Almlie
Des Moines, IA

Shall I give you yet another reason why you
should pray? I have preached my very heart

out. I could not say any more than I have said.
Will not your prayers accomplish that which my 

preaching fails to do? Is it not likely that the
Church has been putting forth its preaching

hand but not its praying hand? Oh dear
friends! Let us agonize in prayer. 

C. H. Spurgeon



Walking With God 

“And Enoch lived sixty-five years, and be came the fa -
ther of Me thu se lah. Then Enoch walked with God three
hun dred years af ter he be came the fa ther of Me thu se -
lah, and he had other sons and daugh ters. So all the

days of Enoch were three hun dred and sixty-five years.
And Enoch walked with God; and he was not, for God

took him.”  (Gen 5:21-24)

Enoch is one of those cu ri ous char ac ters in the Bi ble.
We’re not told much about him. Mo ses in tro duces him,
and kind of just leaves us dan gling wish ing he had said
more. The Holy Spirit led the writer of the book of He -
brew to write a lit tle more, and fi nally just a lit tle snip pet
from Jude.  What do we know about Enoch? From Luke
we find him in the mes si anic line go ing back to Adam. In
Gen e sis we’re told that he lived for 65 years and then he
walked with God 300 years.

That’s an in ter est ing dis tinc tion to make, The dis -
tinc tion be tween just liv ing and walk ing with God. There 
are so many peo ple that are just liv ing. They are just ex -
ist ing; they have no pur pose in life out side of them selves. 
Oh they might have a pur pose of get ting the best job they
can and mak ing lots of money so they can re tire early.
They might have a pur pose of be ing the best pro vider for
their fam ily that they can be. Sadly for most, their pur -
pose is to sim ply grat ify their de sires and ap pe tites in as
many ways as pos si ble and as of ten as pos si ble.

There would seem to be a turn ing point in Enoch’s
life when he was 65. It does n’t tell us what it was, but it
may have in volved a son. Children will of ten times do
that. We see it many times. A young per son ac tive in
church, goes to col lege, and stops go ing to church. They
grad u ate from col lege, get mar ried, start a fam ily and be -
cause they want the child to have the same up bring ing as
they had they start go ing to Church. And for many this
may be come their true con ver sion ex pe ri ence. Be fore
they were just rid ing their par ent’s coat tails.

Now we don’t know if this was Enoch’s ex pe ri ence,
we just know some thing hap pened. 

We know from He brews that Enoch was a man of
faith, and from Jude we learn that Enoch was a Prophet,
and he proph e sied the com ing judgment of the flood. His
son ap pears to be part of his proph ecy. He named his son
METHUSELAH, which means “he dies and it is sent”. I
be lieve Me thu se lah was a sign and a warn ing to the peo -
ple.  Enoch would walk around the coun tryside and the
peo ple would ask him what his son’s name was and he
would re ply, “When he dies it will come”, Me thu se lah.
They ask what co mes? and Enoch has an open door to

wit ness about God’s judg ment.
When you work out the chro nol ogy, Me thu se lah

died the year of the flood. Jew ish tra di tion is that he died
7 days be fore the flood and this was Noah’s sign to make
fi nal prep a ra tions. Me thu se lah was the man who lived
the lon gest-969 years. Is n’t that just like our God, to have 
the per son who’s death was to be the sign of the great est
ca tas tro phe the world has ever seen, would also be the
man who lived the lon gest. This is a pic ture of the grace
of God, his pa tience and long suf fer ing.

“This is good and ac cept able in the sight of God our
Sav ior, who de sires all men to be saved and to come to the 
knowl edge of the truth.”  (I Tim 2:3-4)

“Say to them, ‘As I live!’ de clares the Lord God, ‘I
take no plea sure in the death of the wicked, but rather
that the wicked turn from his way and live. Turn back;
turn back from your evil ways! Why then will you die?”
(Ezek 33:11-12)

“The Lord is not slow about His prom ise, as some
count slow ness, but is pa tient to ward you, not wish ing for 
any to per ish but for all to come to re pen tance.”  (2 Pe ter
3:9)

This is God’s at ti tude, That was God’s at ti tude back
in Enoch’s day, it is His at ti tude to day. He’s the pa tient
fa ther wait ing at the door, hop ing and pray ing that his
prod i gal son will come home.

Here in Enoch’s son we have the long suf fer ing heart
of God dis played. Me thu se lah could have died at 69 and
God could have wiped out the world 900 years ear lier.
But God gave 969 years of warn ing.

About Enoch it says: “Enoch walked with God; and
he was not; for God took him.” (Gen e sis 5:24)

What does it mean to “Walk with God?”
A lit tle girl gave an ex qui site ex pla na tion of walk ing

with God. She got home from Sunday school, and her
mother asked her what she had learned. She said they had 
learned about Enoch. So her mother said: “Tell me about
Enoch.”  The girl said: “Don’t you know mother, one day
they went for an ex tra long walk, and they walked on and
on, un til God said to Enoch, You are a long way from
home; you had better just come with Me, and he did.”

To walk with God means to live one’s life in the con -
sciousness of God’s pres ence and in con tinuous com mu -
nion with Him.  It is to have the thought con stantly be fore 
us, “God is be side me,” and to reg u larly speak to Him
and, still more, to lis ten for Him to speak to us through
His word. To walk with God is to live in the real, con -
scious com pan ion ship of God. Enoch did n’t just have a
few moun tain top ex pe ri ences where he felt close to God. 
But it says that he walked with God con tin u ally for 300
con sec u tive years af ter the birth of Me thu se lah.

It is pos si ble for us to be con scious of the near ness of
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God in our daily life, to talk with Him as we talk to an
earthly friend, and to have Him talk to us through the
Word and through His Spirit. To have His Spirit bear
wit ness to our spirit that we are chil dren of God, To have 
His spirit pray for us, and through us, with groanings too 
deep for words.

We all have a choice to make in life. We can just live 
life for the world and for our selves, or we can walk with
God, we can be like Enoch. 

Be like Enoch!

Selected

Ba sic In struc tions Be fore 
Leaving Earth

“Only let your con duct be wor thy of the gos pel of
Christ, so that whether I come and see you or am ab -
sent, I may hear of your af fairs, that you stand fast in

one spirit, with one mind striv ing to gether for the faith 
of the gos pel.”  (Phil 1:27)

About 20 years ago a Chris tian Group Bur lap to
Cash mere had a song out, “Ba sic In struc tions be fore
leav ing Earth.”  If you take the first let ter of each word in
the ti tle, what does that spell? Ba sic in struc tions be fore
leav ing earth, you get B.I.B.L.E. I like that. That’s what
the Bible is, it’s our in struc tion book, the Bi ble tells us
that one day we will all leave the earth. “It is ap pointed
unto man once to die.” An as tro naut trains in tensely for
years for the hope of a jour ney that will take him a few
thou sand miles, we have a jour ney guar an teed that will
take us into eter nity. What are we do ing to pre pare?

Paul in this verse has some ba sic in struc tions for the
Philippian church, and for us. And he says it does n’t mat -
ter if he co mes to them or not he will hear about them. He
will get their re port card, and when he gets that he has
cer tain ex pec ta tions on what he will hear.

Paul starts out this sec tion with the word “only”.
Now that is a word of ex clu siv ity, it is a word of sin gle
mind ed ness. Back in 1955 the Plat ters had a hit song,
“Only You”. “Only you can make this world seem right,
Only you can make the dark ness bright.” Only, it nar rows 
the field. Only you, the song says. There co mes a time in
our lives when we nar row the field and stand be fore God,
friends and fam ily, look into the eyes of some one we’ve
fallen in love with and say, “Only You”. Some of the
older more tra di tional wed ding vows put it this way:
“Will you love her, com fort her, honor and keep her, in
sick ness and in health; and, for sak ing all oth ers, be faith -
ful to her as long as you both shall live?” Only you, for -
sak ing all oth ers.

That’s what Paul is talk ing about here, “For saking all 

oth ers let your con duct,” the Greek word here for “con -
duct” is the word we get the Eng lish word pol i tics from.
It’s a civ ics word, it’s a gov ern ment word. So we could
read it, “Only let your pol i tics be wor thy of the Gos pel of
Je sus Christ”. That’s a hand ful right there, is n’t it? I won -
der how many pol i ti cians out there, of ei ther party could
say that their pol i tics are wor thy of the Gos pel of Je sus
Christ? That’s a good ques tion for us as well.

Now I’m go ing to leave that right there be cause I
think Paul’s em pha sis goes far be yond sim ple pol i tics.
This was a word the peo ple were fa mil iar with. Philippi
was a mil i tary town and as the mil i tary per son nel left the
ser vice they were en cour aged to stay at Philippi. Many in
the mil i tary were not Ro man born, but they served in the
Ro man Army be cause it would im prove their chances of
be ing of fered cit i zen ship. And with so many for eign ers,
they were ad mon ished to “Live as cit i zens of Rome”. So
when Paul uses the word here, he’s tell ing them to “Live
as cit i zens of heaven”. We are to frame our lives by the
Gos pel. The gos pel should af fect our con duct, our con -
ver sa tion, our busi ness trans ac tions, our cloth ing, our en -
ter tain ments, our style of liv ing, noth ing we do or say is
ex empt.

He throws an other in ter est ing word in there, and
that’s the word trans lated wor thy. It means “weigh ing as
much as.” It’s a word from the mar ket place. With an old
bal ance scale, if you wanted five pounds of ap ples, you
would take a five pound weight and put on one side of the 
scale and fill the bucket up un til the arm was bal anced,
then you knew you had five pounds of ap ples. You filled
the bucket up un til the ap ples weighed as much as the
weight you used to bal ance it. With sin gle ness of heart let
your manor of life weigh as much as the Gos pel you pro -
fess to be lieve in. If God put your life on the bal ance, if
you were weighed in the bal ance, If the Gos pel was on
one side, and the way you lived as a cit i zen of heaven was 
on the other side, would you be found want ing?

What is the Gos pel of Je sus Christ worth? It is worth
more than the to tal wealth of the whole Earth, all the pre -
cious met als, all the gems, all the oil will hardly scratch
the sur face of the value of the gos pel. Je sus said, “For
what profit is it to a man if he gains the whole world, and
loses his own soul? Or what will a man give in ex change
for his soul?”  Je sus said your soul is worth more than all
the wealth of the whole world. If in or der to gain the
whole world, you sold your soul for the for tune of Bill
Gates times 1000, you got cheated. Your soul is so much
more valu able than that. And the Gos pel is worth so
much more than that.

It’s easy to tell what kind of value peo ple put on the
gos pel. If they only show up at church around the ma jor
hol i days, you know they don’t put much value in the



Gos pel. If they sel dom if ever read their Bi ble or Pray, you
know they don’t put much value on the gos pel. I be lieve it
is safe to say the way we live our lives is di rectly pro por -
tional to the value we place on the Gos pel. With sin gle ness 
of heart let your manor of life weigh as much as the Gos pel 
you pro fess to be lieve in. That is the chal lenge that Paul is
putt ing forth to the Philippian Church, and to us.

Dear friends in Christ, there are per il ous times ahead
for the church. We need re vival, we need re vival in the Lu -
theran Church. When I read about the his tory of the Hauge 
Innermission, the Lu theran Evan ge lis tic Move ment, the
Lu theran Bi ble School move ment, and read about hun -
dreds of peo ple show ing up for a week of evan ge lis tic ser -
vices or a week of Bi ble teach ing, there is no com par i son 
to day the very few meet ings held with lit tle in ter est. The
Lu theran Evan ge lis tic Move ment would have a week of
meet ings at Med i cine Lake MN and 700 peo ple would
show up to get fed the word of life. I know, be cause my
Mother at 17 went to one of those meet ing and she got the
group photo, I counted the peo ple in the photo, just shy of
700.

Dear Chris tian, Dear Lu theran, Ex am ine your self, and 
lis ten to what Paul says. “With sin gle ness of heart let your
manor of life weigh as much as the Gos pel you pro fess to
be lieve in.” That is a good chal lenge for all of us.

Also pray for re vival, for I fear there may be dark days 
ahead for not only our na tion but for the world.

Selected

“We are come to the blood of sprin kling, that
speaketh better things than that of Abel.”  

(He brews 12:24)

READER, have you come to the “blood” of sprin -
kling?  The ques tion is not whether you have come to a
knowl edge of doc trine, or an ob ser vance of cer e mo nies, or 
to a cer tain form of ex pe ri ence, but have you come to the
blood of JESUS?    The ‘blood’ of Je sus is the life of all vi -
tal god li ness!  IF you have truly come to Je sus, we know
how you came —- The Holy Spirit sweetly brought you
there.  You came to the blood of sprin kling with NO mer its 
of your own!  Guilty, lost, and help less, you came to take
that blood alone, as your ev er last ing hope.  You came to
the Cross of Christ, with a trem bling and an ach ing heart;
and oh! what a pre cious sound it was to you to hear the
voice of the blood of JESUS!  The drop ping of His blood
is as the mu sic of heaven to the pen i tent sons of earth.  WE
are full of sin, but the Sav ior bids us lift our eyes to HIM,
and as we gaze upon HIS stream ing wounds, each drop of
blood, as it falls, cries, “It is fin ished; I have made an
end of sin; I have brought in ev er last ing righ teous -

ness.”  OH!  sweet lan guage of the pre cious blood of
JESUS!  If you have come to that blood once, you will
come to it con stantly!  Your life will be “Looking unto Je -
sus.”  Your whole con duct will be epit o mized in this —-
“To whom com ing!  Not to whom I have come, but to
whom I am al ways com ing.  If thou hast ever come to the
blood sprin kling, thou wilt feel thy need of com ing to it
ev ery day.  He who does not de sire to wash in it ev ery day,
has never washed in it at all.  The be liever ever feels it to
be his joy and priv i lege that there is still a foun tain opened.  
Past ex pe ri ences are doubt ful food for Chris tians; a pres -
ent com ing to CHRIST alone can give us joy and com fort.  
This morn ing let us sprin kle our door-post fresh with
blood, and then feast upon the LAMB, as sured that the de -
stroy ing an gel must pass us by.

Morning & Evening by Charles Spurgeon, © 1991
Hendrickson Publishers, Inc.

“He en dured as see ing Him who is in vis i ble.”
(He brews 11:27)

This is writ ten about Mo ses, the man of God.  He en -
dured!  He had made his choice and he re mained true to the 
GOD he had cho sen to serve.  He had for ever re fused the
right to the trea sures of Egypt and to walk the way of suf -
fer ing with the peo ple of God.  (“choos ing rather to suf fer
af flic tion with the peo ple of God than to en joy the pass ing
plea sures of sin” He brews 11:25).

The path way had not been easy!  From first to last it
had been a walk of faith.  But he en dured as see ing the In -
vis i ble!

He had re ceived a call —- a task.  To be gin with, he
had been un will ing. The tasks seemed to be too big for
him.  But he per ceived that the will of God was in a call,
and he ac cepted.

Per haps no one has ever had such hin drances to over -
come as Mo ses.  Pha raoh with his whole cab i net op posed
him. When Pha raoh was con quered, new hin drances
arose.  The sea barred the way, hun ger and thirst plagued
them, and en e mies with their hosts threat ened them.  And
not the least were the tri als that arose among his own peo -
ple – an un be liev ing and re bel lious throng.

But he en dured.  He knew GOD would not for sake
him.

Be faith ful!  Be true to Him who called.  HE IS
FAITHFUL!  He who en dures shall one day see the
INVISIBLE ONE!

What a prom ise!

Quiet Moments on the Way Home, 
by H. E. Wisloff, Faith & Fellowship Press.
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Bible Conference Videos

On Oc to ber, 21-23, the Hauge Innermission held 
a Bi ble Con fer ence at Lib erty Lu theran Brethren
Church in Fargo, ND.  There was a won der ful time
of fel low ship around the preach ing of the Word of
God and the fel low ship of the saints.  Truly God was
pres ent to bless His Word and His people.

If you were not able to make it, video re cord ings
of the ses sions are avail able on line for your ben e fit. 
Sim ply go to YouTube and type in Hauge Inner -
mission in the search space at the top of the screen. 
You will be able to see and hear the speak ers just as
they were at the Con fer ence.  If you do not have
Internet ac cess, you can go to the Li brary and ask the
li brar ian to help you get set up to do this.  Our spe cial 
thanks to Wayne Almlie for his hard work and ded i -
ca tion to re cord and down load these ser mons.

The Hauge Library
We have the fol low ing pub li ca tions avail able for
you.  They can be or dered us ing the en ve lope in the
cen ter.  Post age will be paid by an anonymous do nor.

Altar Steps

This daily devotional was
written by Pastor R.P. Haak -
onson  and was published in
1947.  It is suitable for families
with children.  It has il lus tra -
tions from daily life, and a
strong salvation emphasis. 
Suggested offering:  $8.00.

Mirror of the Heart

This book was pub lished in
1900 by an un known au thor.  It
con tains some very ear nest
med i ta tions and fer vent
prayers.  It also con tains ten
very graphic pic tures of the hu -
man heart.  In side the heart, the
devil is vi su al ized and also
seven an i mals rep re sent ing some of the most prev a -
lent sins found in the heart of the im pen i tent sin ner. 
These pic tures show how these an i mals as sins are
driven out of the heart when the sin ner is con verted
to God, but how they can re-en ter the heart if a per -
son falls away from grace.  One pic ture vi su al izes
the fear ful death of the un godly, and an other shows
the blessed death of the righ teous.  Sug gested Of fer -
ing:  $3.00.

Sinners in the Hands 
of an Angry God

Jon a than Ed wards preached this
re mark able ser mon at Enfield,
Conn. on July 8, 1741.  It was at
night while he was read ing it to a
large con gre ga tion, that the lights 
be came dim and he read with dif -
fi culty, and the in flu ence was so
great on the con gre ga tion that strong men and women
cried and screamed for mercy and even grabbed their
seats for fear they would slide into hell that very mo -
ment.  Sug gested Of fer ing:  $1.00.

Altar 
Steps 

Rev. R.P. Haakonson

Author Unknown

Translated by Edward C. Eid 
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